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A towii-stunning 
history 

Few aware of 
neighbor’s link 


to 


By BiU Nichols 
USA TODAY 

SIGNAL MOUNTAIN, Term. - Thel- 
ma Neff says this of her once^egEiin-in- 
the-beadUnes husband, Byron De 1^ 
Beckwith: **If men were a fourth as good 
... we wouldn*t have any problems In 
America.** 

But to most of his neighbors in this fog* 
shrouded Qiattanooga suburb, the man 
accused of killing civil rights activist 
Medgar Evers is little more than a quiet 
eccentric who bung a Confederate flag 
outside his front door — and who now is 
bringing a bad name to their town. 

Says Joseph Wagner, a Signal Moun- 
tain lawyer who*s lived here 73 years: 
**He’s just a poor old fellow who’s out of 
kilter, out of 
date. You can*t 
help but feel 
sorry for some- 
body like that 
It’s kind of pa- 
thetic.” 

An admitted* 
white suprema- 
cist the 70-year- 
old Beckwith — 
his middle 
name is pro- 
nounced dee- 
LAY and 
friends call him 
‘‘Delay'* - is hi 



UPI (1963 plx>to) 

EVERS: Slain activ- 
ists* case will be re- 
tried after 28 years 


isolation in the Hamilton County jail. 

He is being held without bond, await- 
ing hearings next week on his extradi- 
tion to Jackson, Miss., where he*s 
charged with murdering Evers on June 
12, 1963. Beckwith*s Chattanooga law- 
yer, Russell Bean, says his client is a “po- 
litical prisoner.” 

Twice he*s' been trjed for the crime, 
and in both trials, conducted in 1964. all^ 
white' Juries failed to reach verdicts.: 
Beckwith, whose fingerprints were 
found on the 30.06-caliber ' rifle that 
killed Evers, says the gun was stolen 
from 4lm and that he’s innocent 


Most people here knew nothing oi 
Beckwith’s role in the Evers c^. Nor 
did they know of his 1977 conviction in 
Louisiana for possesang explosives - . 

Sea Mississippi grand Jury decision in -^-^ 
December to re-indlct Beckwith 
shocked many In this community of 
7 200 — a mix of longtime residents and 
“new money*' Chattanooga professionals 
who peer down some 1,000 feet at 

the downtown slQ^llne below. 

Beckwith moved to the area ci^t 
years ago when he married Neff, a regis- 
tered nuise whose family has Uved on 
the mountain for generation^ 

“I mean, Beckwith who is he? sa^ 

Lew Porter, a building Inspector. “I 
think he kept his mouth shut and his 
sheets clean while he was up here.” 

G2. “Borne” Patten, publisher of the 
monthly Signal Mouritaui Newslettcrj 
remembers when Neff told friends ^e d 
met “this wonderful man from Misstoijv 
pi and they were going to get married.’ 
Patten, while sttesslng that Beckwith 
was “no trouble at all," also remembers 
Beckwith tried to sell subscriptions to 
right-wing publications at the local bar- 

^Beckwith also pushed him to publis h 
an article saying “the Jews are destroy- 
ing the country." 

But Beckwith was always well- 
dressed. polite - “not what we would 
call a typical Southern redneck,** Patten 
says. “I like him. I still do. He’s a nice 
guy.” 

Neff. 80. says she’s worried sick that 
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her husband, who suffers from a heart 
condition, won’t survive. 

“None of Ifs fair. He’s such a wonder- 
ful Christian,” she says. Mississippi offi- 
cials, she says, are “giving in to the 
blacks too much.” 

Beckwith, through his lawyer, de- 
clined to be interviewed unless he was 
paid $5,000. 

Neff, pointing to a brimming basket of 
mail in her wood-paneled living room, 
says Beckwith is getting support from 
across the nation. 

She says the people of Signal Moun- 
tain stand behind her husband as well. 

In fact. Signal Mountain ~ a place so 
safe and quiet that, as developer Tim 

Downey puts it, “the poUce will still get, 
your cat down out of the tree” — was- 
once called “paradise" by Beckwith, be- 
cause of its racial makeup. 

Mayor Bernard Wolfe^ys there are 
only two or three black families here, 
and concedes some have been subjected 
to racial slurs. 

Ku Klux Klan activity was reported on 
the mountain in the past 
Some “good ol’ boys” remain, Wolfe 
says, in the mountain’s rural outtock. 

But residents deeply resent implica- 
tion that they share B^kwith’s outlook. 

“He would be a real rarity,’’ says Dow- 
ney. “If he’s a while supren^cist, he's 
the first I’ve ever met up here.” 
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MOUNTAIN NATIVE; -melma Neff, a registered 
nurse wtK>se family has lived on the mountain for 
generations, Is wronied that her husbarxl. vvho 
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' JBeckwith faces third trijd 
for 1963 slaying of Evers 


BY LEE HOWARD 

Gannett Mews Service 

SIGNAL MOUNTAIN — Byron 
De La Beckwith doesn’t look like a 
man who again faces. charges in the,. 
1963 sniper-style 
shooting death of 
civil rights activ- 
ist Medgar Evers. 

The grandfa- 
therly 70-year- 
old is quick with a 
disarming smile 
and a welcoming 
twinkle in his eye. 

But the image 
falls apart as soon 
as he opens his 
mouth. Beckwith 

''We need to re-establish a con- 
federate state of America as a white 
Christian republic. We don’t need 
any dark-skinned, yellow-skinned 
or blue-skinned mongrels running 
it,” Beckwith says. 

Beckwith was arrested on a fu- 


giUve warrant from Hinds County, 
Miss., on Monday and was being 
held in the Hamilton County, Tenn., 
Monday -nighL Facing an ar- 
;raignment- Tuesday,^ he says he 
would fight extradition to Missis- 
sippi ”tooth, nail and claw.” 

Evers, the Mississippi NAACP 
field secretary, was shot in the back 
in his driveway in Jackson. Miss., 
on June 12. 1963. with a 1917 model 
30.06 Enfield rifle, Beckwith’s fin- 
gerprint was found on the sight of 
the rifle, which was discarded near 
the scene. 

He was tried twice for murder in 
1964. Two all-white juries were un- 
able to reach a verdict and mistrials 
were declared. The murder charge 
against Beckwith was dismissed in 
1969. 

The drive for a third trial began 
in October 1989 when the Jackson 
(Miss.) Clarion -Ledger reported 
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JACKSON, Miss. fAP) ^ FBI 
ag^ts today continued their in- 
vestigation of Negro charges of 
^ Mississippi’s 

capital city. 

[ At New Orleans, FBI headguar- 
Ijters ^d agents were conducting 
M at the 

|quest of the Justice Department’s 
!?>»pcjvil rights division. 
l| ifetional Assoc^fjii^ 

’ ' vancement nf PAUii!} 



t ^ j n ipr x/iP Ar. 

ere Iwve protested police tactic 
“ breaking up a demonstra- 
tion Wednesday. It . was the first 
ma^r racial incident in the state. 
Policemen used clubs and trained 
cogs to scatter, the Negroes in 
^®^t of the courtroom where 

S nine , Negro college students were 
tried and convicted for a sit-in 
7 ® Jackson public library re- 

r ^ served for whites. 

K;., M^while in Washington, the 
^^*;Justice Department said it had 
received /‘assu^oes from re- 
leaders in Jackson that 
•^'*joo unnecessaftr force will be 
!used.” # 

Thursday night. Dr; Aaron Hen- 
ry, president, of the NAACP 
branches in Mississippi, told about 
aOO i^ons attending a mass 
meeting that he had wired Presi-' 
dent Kennedy to “halt this savage 
attack on Negro people in Mis- 
fiissippL?V_ \ 


Henry said Mississippi Negroes 
have b^n handed a “good do-it- 
yourself kit’’ jn- the struggle for 
human dignity. 

Another Negro leader, the Rev. 
John p. Mangram called ^for no 
vkdenoe by Negroes seeking equal 
rights. 

“AU the things which our white 
meo^ do to us cannot prevent 
the forces that have been un- 
^ed in this city and state.*' 
the minister said. 

“Even^ though we be struck 
dead, we^ not strike back. We 
must facevv^t we have exper- 
“ a measure, accept 
it. We must not become embit- 
tered at our white friends who' 
Mvc not the spiritual maturity we= 
thou^t they had." T ? 
Clarence MitcheU. dirj^r of‘ 
bureau/ >f the' 
NAACP, promised strofeer civil 
rights action by the federal gov-^ 
ernment. * \ 

“If Mississippi is to continue toi 
f *11 ^ ^Sle on ' the American ' 
doUar frojn Washington they had' 
rid of Jim Crow." 
Mitchell said. . 
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Enclosures to U. S. Attorney, Jackson, Mississippi; 

One copy of article on Page 5A of State-Times, a daily newspax>er 
at Jackson, Mississippi, pn March 30, 1961, regarding the inci- 
dents occurring after the trial in Municipal Court, Jackson, 
Mississippi, that date. 

DETAILS: 


This limited investigation was -instituted on the basis 
of a request made of the Federal Bureau "of Investigation by Mr. 
JOHN DOAR, Acting Assistant Attorney, General, Civil Rights 
Division, United States Department of Justice. 

MEDGAR EVERS, Jackson, Mississippi, a representative 
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) , Informed the Department on March 29, 1961, that 
fifty persons had been demonstrating in Jackson that day in 
connection with the arrest of nine students for a sit-in at the 
public library in Jackson and that they had been beaten by the 
police. 
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Jackson Police Station which is in the same building 
as the Municipal Court. 


”As I was walking I saw three uniformed 
officers of the Jackson Police Department) whom I can 
not identify or describe, poking out il window at me 
r|nd:one-T^ Ke- ia,^e ought td:kttt: 

him • I smiled) did not reply, and Joined my friends 
at the parking lot entrance. 


^ ^ police officer, uniformed, 

of the Jackson Police Department, that we could not 
get in to the trial because the court room was filled 
and that we would have to go across the street to 
stand. This street is Pascagoula Street. We crossed 
the street and were told by the same officer, ; whom I 
would recognize if I saw him again, that we must stand 
behind the sidewalk on the North side of the street, 
which borders a parking lot. 

"We obeyed these instructions and stood there 
for about ten minutes when two of the defendants 
crossed the street at S. West and Pascagoula. At this 
time there were about 100 or more Negroes in this area 
together and a larger number of whites were in other 
areas of the parking lot near to Justice of the Peace 
Bellas office. 

"At this time I would like to state that I 
parked my car in one parking lot as described and across 
the street there is another parking lot in the rear of 
the Mississippi Publishing Company building. Thd 
latter lot is where we were standing at this .tlm^. 

"As the students crossed the street and 
walked toward the Municipal Court Building many of the 
Negroes applauded in a siK>ntaneous recogn^itlon. 

"At this point, which was at about 3:45 PM I 
heard an officer yell "disperse them" and at this time 
two police dogs were used to disperse the Negroes while 
at the same time "billy" clubs were being used. The 
dogs were on long leashes held by officers who were 
wearing white shirts. 


totiK-1 



toV-DLC) 
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rtf>* this 

vere crossing s. West ^tv»Aa 4 > and I 

Wien ,e became sepaljtfd lnd f°*?| Street 

about 35 minutes Irtlr at w f®* ?*' “«1 

I was going towards Pearl st^wff+^S® ®® Lynch St* As 
the left re ar j>art of my head vt+h o“co on. 

afnot know if he were an o?l?n^2 clothes;: I 

*?®. ®?Ject that strucE me ^ believe 

diately after being struck I ! because imme- 

did®noJ®®^' approximately^. 38 Sllilir'*!^®??® revolver, 

a© down and must have beeS'a a°t knock 

say anything to wS bu^kep? * «S*„t 

parking lot. “"^“S *>« Negroes along asay the 
Street and as’^I*?S^J‘‘L®"“' Pearl and S. West 

f*be4Sy|iHS^ 

a Tougaloo student, but I can not struck as 

toe. I do not know the officersT"*^^ ”*** 

aen they tu^fed'aJd®h|f|erbLr?*’**'*..®‘‘®®^“8 “e young 
Court Building, going e2l BunicipJl * 

one of them who was fhfJrf A-p ff approached me. 
eoing, boy and r?enlisd ®aid “Get ' 

passed hii he strulk ll Lt^^* ^oing. aTi 

waist with his “Slly? cl5b Th^® ®**®'^® the 

struck me with bis “biUy^^iiuS^f ®J?®** also Z: 

part of the back. ^ ^ ® same general ~ 

a going west on Peaw>i _ 

^o?W!SSn’‘obst?v^“ “«®“ »>' s1^ilie“* 

o^dthe leit Sleeve. 


lis 


5ut whose name 


_ -aifaMS? ?Uh®hiS‘’ **? 

^n not recall iJA + ^ 

recall who took me to my offic 
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” Shortly 
tte to 


after arrli 


Lag at my office 1 was 
—— ^JUlOfflce ond 
there was show^.^_ 
was- being treated by 

the right 

Dollce* h*+ heaten on the am and shoulder by the 

head bv a'*whf+ft^^ recalled he was struck on the 
beaten^as in uniform. He said he had been 

he was dispersed. He told me 

ghWS; —am 

■pfiic «ao-« read this statement consisting of 

is trSe^to ?h proceeding pages and state that it 
IS true to the best of my knowledge. 


"Witness: 
"/s/ 

"/s/ 



"/s/ Medgar W. Evers 


Special Agent, FBI, New 

* ♦ 4c 


e-fa-i-ari above information, Mr evwr^ 

part*L^*^o%\J?er?i"i°^S' sla^^S?! <>f the 

that he could have any witnesses 

unless possibly ^^■■■|||H|■|^|[i■|||■&■iiii■ person 

him. He said ®®®“ 

he, BVEES, was leayiSfflPSnrMd^^S^®^^^y 
pictures of the action. f^^^^was taking moving 
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O" the 

l« able to recognize then If hetaw°«||’i^%S»^|-at he 
oooaeions Progress, on three 

.however, Agen^s^oS45^S,?|-^^^^ 

?o 





A uxuisnea 


Name : 

Sex: 

Race: 

Age: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes : 

status: 

Aaoress ; 
Employment : 


-^o-ixowing descriptions : 



Name: 

Add2*ess ; 

Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Hair; 

Eyes: 

Occupation: 
Harital status: 



i 
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froa pepsoMl lbse”J?fof »• ®VBBS was obtained 


Name: 

Address ; 

Race: 

_8ex^ - : 

Age; 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Height: 

Weight; 

Hair: 

Eyes : 

Scars and mar ic ff 


MEDGAR WIUBY EVERS 
Negro™ 

- — Hale** — ~~~ 

34 

Jaly 2, 1925 
Decato, Mississippi 

185 pounds 
Black 
Brown 

Deceased 

and sisters all 
residing in Chicago ' 

“YNLIE EVERS. 

nee BEASLEY 

Inn! KENYATTA EVERS, 7; 

^8S. W' 

”“6®yeSi.®®®'^ DENISE EVEES, 

arrests, claims has 
of /» appeal from conviction 

r£. of courjt in Forrest 

County, Mississippi, in i 960 * 
2i years servicef H s 1^2* 
from October 28, £943 + 0 ^ 

A & H 

ollege, Lorman, Mississippi 

of the ®fficer^by^name*and*5hiir*^th2i.^® could not identify any 
nvolved in the affair it was laany officers 

hOcW^ld tupnis. tbe following 


Parents ; 

Brothers and sisters: 
Marital status: 
Children; 


Arrests: 

Military service: 
Education: 


12 - 
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” «> >«ck Wth ^bmr’ dab. 


Nace: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Height: 


White 
Hale 
25—30 
6 feet 


to this “Ot recall seeing this oMleer prior 

I^Uce Mlicer »2 („ith one of police dogs) : 


Race: 
Sex: 
Height: 
Height: 
Age: 

Clothes : 


Jboi 

Police Officer #3 (sjth one of police dogs) 


White 

Male 

5*8” 

Stocky build 
40-45 

unifoSJ^*® ®*^^*’* police 
uniioina, no coat 


Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Dress : 


White 
Male 

Not known 
Jo“lal“*'* tmllom, 


“an in civilian clothes who hit EVEBS with pistol: 


Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Dress : 


White 

Male ' 

Unknown 

Dark suit with dark hat 


n** 4 ^ dan 

"cer clnh at Eegroes as crowd dispersed: 

m 


Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Rank: 


White 

Male 

50 or over 
Short 

Heavy, »^ot belly*’ 

Had gold Lieutenant bar 
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evens said that he would possibly be able to Iden- 
tify the above described officers if he saw them in uniform, but 
doubted that he could Identify the man who hit him with the 
pistol. He said that he felt it would be very difficult to 
identify any of the officers involved with any particular act 
“tliere was so much fast action; however, he said 
that he^lt Jrh^ above described off iclr&^aere the only 
ones that he would be able to identify. 
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sHcTS^ 

*fcrnV ^°ss on 
“J* o demonstra- 
a crowd of 

”•»'»“»“* S; 

wss'^sysSeir 

i Poliife surrounded the court 

i<m*®°‘ capacity crowd of about 
oPfptntors, Negroes on one 
?“ ‘•>0 other, jamra^ 
cour^oontT ' 

of NegroM be- 

’^on. without m 
P :‘*ia3'^a™pff. some of them began (H 
^ftoppinf their haiKis.. ™ -^ « 

»».- •"'•.t.d TO TOSE - Eitf^^' 

?£sS“-^S”.s; 

1^. ^o?ofs<toy afternoon. Hyd- ' 
was later arrested byX ‘. 
i^hce on diarge of assaiMaS 
^ttery .and carrjung a coijfceal- i 

tStaff Ph^ hy Bart Parkerl i 





iiT aegs. !>everal of 

;gg{|^Ne^ were struck by the 
as •iti|iightsticks and the rest of the 
IS .^ttered over a two-blwk 

^ .•/trmsbn ; "Nccto 

" photographer.^ <a N 
St. attempted to entw the 
iiuflding and was ordered to leave 
®o™o^ to an bffi. 
I'Sl ^gan chasing him. -A 
^vhne nan joined the <Aase, pulled 
f ^olyer, and began beating Arm-* 
prong o n the head and shoulder 

( &veral hours later police 

Hydrlck, S5, a cdn-,- 
bootlegger from nearbyl 
. County, and charged himi' 

. the assault '■■;"■’• 

"L®* liond f« ^12S istf 
;S.^®*,,®nd will appear In coort I 
afterromi unless he foifeitsf 
‘..roe ?*arges of assault and ? 
Jinojeanytag a concealed? 

■ • ^nisdemeanors: 


^ ''N. .^. 

' ’^>=7 

'K- 


STATE-TIMES 

JEW ORl^NS OFFICE 
Page 5 A 




1 . ■ Gov fiS 

141 - 1^5 

^ M. wm- 

W Impprtaji Ktodto-“ 

|c8r laid ^■ 

at the trirf wSf^teS 

p- 

«, expressed the opinio^that 
^ lienee of the studefc 
/tte Lbrai7. constituted a brT 
jOf the peace.; ;■>' 

L asked :by ;^ 

.^fense. lawyers* i 

J 0 ». .U . 

4'S?* ‘i-“' -■'?■ ■'» »“ thd 

■fo first faro, replied Ray, “that tbJ ,||„- ,|-.. 

“'f t^' »0G ROUTS NEGROES'- 

■ PAr*"® n belongirig to the 
Jugaloo,' Police Department i..nA^ A ® 


6‘«up, or any, other out-c ... . 

ison 

I ■^rd' , ; 



,. . . . — 

ison city limits! ■;,? 

( The Wd , ;%^« 

f« be Wm" cailt 

^„^bbra^ and, upon^nSi 




. I- , 

officers used do« t« 




I 


ATWil^'ANb 
jotqffsaphCT, Thomas 

^m the area around tho Mnnjf- chased 

I.Jtcb.n Mu4g.y ..*yJ“°^l’‘J Court Building 
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advised by the t™thrreteabiUty^^^^ S8ency(ies). You will be 

With the other agency(ies). ^ " ormation following our consultation 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG^ON 


pQf - 4 / 5/61 



Mr. MED GAB EVERS, Field Secretary, National 
^sociation for the Advancement of Colored 
Mississippi, telephonically advised thatfl|Hl|j|[Hj|H 

lie desired to furiy^the FBTTTTonnecHS? with 
this matter and stated thatfllB^ould be at the Jackson 
Resident ^ency on April 3, 1961, at 4:00 PM. v ^ ^ 




On . 
by . 


Jackson, Mississippi 



FiU il^ NO 44-1250 
Dote dictated 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
your agency; it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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• and Is loaned to 



2S-60) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 4/5/61 


4 4 RANDALL WHENN, 1523 Valley Street. Jackson 

Interviewed at the Jackson Resident Agency 
WRENN furnished the following signed atat**rnent r. ^ 


’’Jackson, iass;f-^y>^ ■ V ■ ^ 
’’4/3/61K 


(lomcv 


• '-I--:, '.v'--.* 




^ ; I» WILLIS RANDALL WEEIR¥, hereby fur ni ah 

^ have identl^,^ 

fied themselves to me as Special Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. On 3/29/61 I tos 
in front of the Municipal Court Building, Jackson, 
Miss, in a large crowd which had gathered there. 
This was at about 4:00 PM. I had come there in 
hopes of attending the trial of scaoe students from 
Tougaloo College who were being tried for going 
into a public library in Jackson. I was standing 
across the street from the court building when a ’ 
niimber of Jackson police officers came r iinn<w g ^ l 
across the street yelling at us to get out. I 
started to head North across a parking lot and felt 
a blow across my left wrist and back. ^The blow 
knocked me down on my back and I looked up and saw 
a uniformed police officer standing over me. He 
b^u & billy club in bis b&ud« I do noi ^now if bo 
was the officer who struck me', but he was the only - 
one with a club nearby. I was only struck once.- - 
I do not know this officers name and I cannot \ ^ 
describe him other than that he was a white man 
and tall, l got back on my feet and walked off 
My wrist was hurting me wherelhadbeen struck’so ' 
same day to see OlBiHHHHftwho bas ah 
office on Parish St. , Jacks^^^^^^SSSied my arm 
and wrapped it up. He told me I should have an > " 

X-Ray made but I haven’t had the X-Ray.yet£^p-4te^ 

V ”i have Read the abovve Si^atem^ ' 

...is True and' Ck>rrect.’V-^^-y':- 

”/s/ Willis Randall Wrenn§^'^^-^i^' 






, • * . 

■ .y. '!■ 






,y. 



On 4/3/61 gf Jackson, Mississippi 

and 

-A 



File iii NO 44-1250 
-Date dictated A/^/fil 


your o*l»«»cyr« and‘«rconl“n!raroToMo'‘b“d^^ *“ of the FBI and i« loaned to 
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(40^7)10 


NO 44-1250^ 


# 


(Mug 


”Witne 
”/s/ 

'Vs/ 



Special Agent, FBI /New 
Special Agent, FBI, New ^ 




observatlor«a°ii?^feJr‘”'^*’*^°“ - obtained thr^gh 


(WllHCI 


Bace: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Date <£ birth; 
Place of birth: 
Height: 

Weight: 

Hair; 

Eyes : 

Complexion: 
Occupation: 
Uarital status: 
Former wife:' 

Son: 


Military service: 
Education: 
Previous arrests: 


Negro 

.Male 

81 

March 12, 1880 

Tazoo County, Mississippi 

5# yii 

145 pounds 

Gray 

Brown 

Medium brown 
Sells w^^Mly papers 
Divorced 



Mississl^i 

None ■ -A .. \ : 

Tenth grade 

Early 1920* s in Magee, Arkansas, 
.for mturder, claims ac4uitted. 


' V '■ 












V v . ■ - .V, 

• r^.-t r ,*y ' 
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federal bureau of investig5F»on 


Dof 4/5/61 


AssociatioJTfo?^S^A5^^' Field Secretary, National 
^sociatioa for the Advancement of Colored_feoDle Jackson 
M i ssiss ippi^ ^^^^^^^^^j^advised that 

furnish thJ +i^ “ information they desired to 

ii^nish the FBI in this matter. He said WRENN would be at * • :. - 

the Jackson Besident Agency on April 3, 1961, for interview 



V ; 




..^rkd- 


.. ■■’ • 
■ • •’ ‘ 







On at Jackson, Mississippi pm, ^ 



Dato dictated ^/ 2 ./Gl 
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federal bureau of INVeWgation 


eWc 


Date 4/5/61 



National A2oclation'for^the*Adv??^^ NVEBS, Field Secretary 

would contact thA j. . • . -Aa this matter, 

•11 8. 1961,' • ' 





^■s^,srjs.s IKS.V 

jiSi 

either in »ot contact t:he_s»«c«s 

?^lep£onllS?y\SeSSt£dT 

through 

exacted to return^u th^nS^b?^— ^ 

informed of the factthat^if She was ? » 

EVERS for«|*Bili™£5^.^®“P“®“ts had been madrSv Ijr 
I»ad not FBI a^^ 


y .; • ■•‘T- • >.• ’-. -S*,; 

i.-'V-i 

'i- 


^e secretary stated that she woul 

**Sr SHnlemei" 




Vv;. 



• 4 ;.- 








V 

- ?•, 1 - , 


\ ~*v 



S&: 


-i- ‘•••'. cv, 


••-'.f - 'i i " ■ 


-•■ ^ ■■ ■ ■ ■■ ..' :■ ' vV-i :V -> ■-•:■ --■■■ 

•;;•■ ■ ■ ■ V\->V ■.. ■ • - V"/' .V'- ■- •■ 

• * , ' • .•-’* .*■■■'■ r:- - ’ i ' -' - •.'■■ ■' "^V '■ ■ '■ ■ 

, .' '.-• ■' , u.^ 

V ^.':, &wa?^ssa«iii*s ;®?a 
ii® .: ^ - 

W"'SS^‘‘-«M- '/ -.-rv; ■>,',,W., .V.,. 

' ’ 


On 4/3/61 


Jackson, 


Mississip pi 



File jjt__NO^-l250 




Date dictated 4/3 /fil 


outside your agency. 
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Attached are two copies of a self-explanatory 
memorandum from the Civil Bights Division dated 4/17/61, -J 


a; ■ j;; :^r,v -y% 

• 7 : t ceriaiji ' you 


Itou should conduct the 


you advise all persons i^ntacted that this 'investl«^< 




•■7 •• 

-;>>i i#* ■ ‘ " -• 

7 


gation is being made at the specific request of Mr4 Burkell^pl 
Marshall, Assistant Attorney. General, Civil Bights DivisioarM^ 
0. 8. Department of Justice.' ‘ Once again you should '^hotify^<'£^~ 
appropriate officials at * - * - 


Complete and surep within ten ^ys p^ 






_ -firoes ‘^and *whit6S" 

Assembled; outside "tl^, rioh whlc 

accumulateji , , a ILfged police 

treated Negroes brutally in connection with dl^persfng'^^'he mob. 
Department has urequfested, additional ihvestigTOon consisting of 

pertinent information re 
artment also requests a review of 
which purpo rtedl y shows pertinent 

CUmi!') 


dispersal o 
film tak 








to«-) 


-■ '^' ■ ^ ^ PI T^ 


or<P'::iajQO'l^^ 

0 *??®*^®!?°™.; Qiased From 




Mississip^p^^ 

. JACKSON, Miss., March' 29 




" {^niteveA ' From': ^e due) 

soB "each testified they were^ c^led 
to the library Monday imd saw the 
mne defendants there. ITiey .testi- 
fied the youths refused orders to 
leave.^ - 


Both officers also expressed the 
ous Gerihin°Shepherd“d 0 K VdasI fP“i°n that tte presence of the de- 
chased more than lOO Negroes from! teadants in tte library con&tuted 
a courthouse where nine Negro stu-j ® a,®®?? the peace. • W -h;- 
dents were convicted for staging! trial began, ^omas 

Mississippi’s first sit-in demonstraJ ® ^egro ^-lance 

tion. •- ; - :*rv'*;- lEh^grapher, was stoppedf in iront 

<iown the sidewalk one policeman i 



- State NAACP field representative 
medgar Evep nnp of those hit by 
once, said "w 


ponce, said •'women and children in 
the group were beaten unmerci- 

fte incident occurred shortly be- 
f or A trial of the students under a 
196(ttlaw making it a misdemeanor 
to refu^ an officer's order to dis* 
perse* The nine NegroeiS, arrestetl 
Monday when they refused to leave 
a public library, were fined |100 
each and given suspended 30-day 
jail sentences* 


Se; **move *em our^ 

One side of the municipal coiirt; 
room had been reserved for Negroes 
and it :W^"fi!fed 46 xnmutes before 


foUowed him. Armstrong mumbled ; 
something to the officer, who be- S 
gan chasing him. - ' 

A white jnan joined the ohase, 
pulled a revolver, and begaiy/beat- 
ing Armstrong on the hedft ^d 
shiver. The Negro was tAen to 
ji^octor, bleeding. After tffe inci- 
dent a Hinds County deputy sher- 
iffs gave the. man directions in 
backing his car from a parking 
lofc ■ - V;'-viv..r- . .. 


the^ to^Tbegah Fourteen office 

front 


] and * toe two dbl^s lined the front 
' step3.:of the pourtoouse and .to 


awajr^.otber Hegrb^; ^ 

ehter;; Sep^ groups of NegrbS^ 
^d y^t^fohned^crpss the; Streep- 
Ijabort^ before ^ebuit ; cbh v^e^ 
toe rNegrbes began dapping their^ 
hands and an /officer yelled, •^•rhpve 

; Police; swinging mght-sUcte/^M^^^ 


tj 


Mr. Tolson^, 
Mr. Parsons.^ 

^Ir. Mohr 

Mr. Belmonte 
Mr. Callahan_ 
Mr. Conr?d._ 
Mr. r*cLcadi_ 
Mr. Evans„ 


Officer^' tobhTretiffined 
k»urtbouse stepb and asked 'the 
*crowd;.of White persons—totalling 
^about TO—tp disperse. . TrMfic ' ip 
;front of toe buHaing -was blocked 
;and officers ordered bystanders 



.^th^ses" on ithd 
catL police ;idfioers^ 




Mr. If- 
Mr. Bd 
Mr. 

Mr. Trot?ff ^ 
Mr. W.C.Sullivan 
Tele. Room, 


Mr, Ingram,. 
Miss Gandy,. 





THE SHR^y^ORT TIMES 

s^Mport,* 

NEW ORISANS^ 

(lOtpiO ; - 

PNSUBSj 
ET AL VlUTiMS; CR 





KOT RRrORDED^ 
■191 APR 271961 


V-' 


.oc; AAG Civil Rights Divis 

'ana 6-96^i ! — -f “ 




50 APR 271961 Us>ro‘^ 



